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K/1
st
 Grades – Ms. Becky Bolduc   

 “A growing body of research shows that 

students engaged in high-quality service learning learn 

to collaborate, think critically, and problem solve. These 

same deeper learning skills are necessary for students to 

master the Common Core…”(Guilfoile et al 2013). 

 Project-based learning, hands-on, student-driven 

activities, connected with a service-learning goal are 

complimentary instructional 

strategies which benefit all 

learners. Ms. Becky’s K/1 

classroom put their service-

learning vision into action 

over the past few weeks. Ms. 

Becky’s classroom partnered 

with the Horticulture program 

at ICS to develop a way the 

school could “reduce, reuse, 

& recycle.” Designing a 

project-based science unit, 

Ms. Fairbank and Ms. Becky 

guided the K/1 classroom 

through the five stages of service learning: investigation, 

preparation, action, reflection, and demonstration.   

 The outcome was the creation of a worm 

composting bin, referred to as the Worm B & B 

“Slimeys,” which will serve to reduce the amount of 

food waster the school produces and in turn benefit 

ICS’s beautiful orchard in multiple ways. According to 

Mr. Martin, “Slimeys” will reduce landfill waste while 

enriching the compost used in the garden beds. He hopes 

to build on their service-learning project by propagating 

worms from the K/1 class’s original bin into a larger 

composting system for the orchard.  

 The students in Ms. Becky’s classroom have 

gained knowledge about worm habitats, behavior, and 

soil enrichment. They are excited to share these 

learnings with you during the upcoming science fair as 

part of the demonstration component of service-learning. 

Utilizing project-based and service-learning models of  

instruction demonstrate the unique ability ICS has to 

collaborate across classrooms in meaningful ways that 

meet common core state standards. Gabrielle Zlotkowski 

eloquently summarized her classes’ learnings by 

explaining, “Earthworms help the Earth by making big 

changes underground.”   

Linking Service-Learning and the Common Core State 

Standards: Alignment, Progress, and Obstacles, 

Education Commission of the States, by Lisa Guilfoile 

and Molly Ryan, April 2013 

 

2
nd

/3
rd

 Grades – Ms. Jen McFarland 

News from the “Porch” 

 It always amazes me that the end of the year 

comes so quick. I tend to feel a certain sense of panic, 

“Wait! I have more to teach you!” but… there they go.  

During the (what felt like) longest winter of endless 

indoor recess, I wasn’t convinced we would get here. 

However, here we are.  

 

 

 It is such a privilege to work with the students in  

our class. They have worked incredibly hard this year. 

Our second graders learned focus, organization and 

independence while our third graders continued on their 

path, also learning how to be mentors and role models 

for their classmates. They constantly cheered each other 

on, acknowledged the importance of trying, failing, 

redoing and eventually gaining skills - and never giving 

up. They have also learned how to speak up for 

themselves, question each other and understand that we 

are committed to creating and maintaining an 

atmosphere that encourages learning. This “community” 

of learners will never be the same. New students will 

join, teachers will change, but hopefully we can all 

remember this group. We need to take time to 

acknowledge that.   

 

      Feeding the worms 

  Mailman Mike reading on Dr. Seuss's birthday 
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Some of our highlights:  

 Ms. Melissa has taken the k-3 students to the 

town library every other week throughout the school 

year. I am so appreciative for their opportunity to not 

only work with Ms. Melissa but Ms. Linda as well. 

Anyway we can connect with community members and 

our incredible resources here on island is tops in my 

book. Brava!  

 The Farnsworth Museum, Ms. Lisa, Ms. Betha, 

Ms. Kristen and I have been able to work together once 

again. What an opportunity! Miss Lisa definitely 

deserves a standing ovation for her endless patience and 

superb direction. If you have an opportunity to check out 

Julia’s Gallery and the regular museum, do so! You 

won’t be disappointed.  

 Mailman Mike joined us once 

again for Dr. Seuss’s birthday. He has 

as much reading the students as they do 

listening to him! Devon Small 

graciously dressed the part of the Cat in 

the Hat for us – teehee - great stuff!  

 This afternoon we are striking 

out to the woods! I love when we can 

get ourselves in a space that is just right 

and our island is that place. I will be 

having the students use jeweler’s loupes 

for observation while sketching. It is 

amazing how detailed we can work 

using the loupes. Please swing by the 

class sometime to see what we come up 

with! 

 Happy summer to all!  

 

4
th

/5
th

 Grades – Ms. Betha Howell 

 Our annual Warren Island trip was as amazing 

and awesome as we all expected.  The students really 

pitched in carrying and relaying the gear, using the carts 

to get it up the hill and showed incredible teamwork.   

 

 

Most of all, they did this work with giant smiles on their 

faces.  The campsite was set up, and the games began.  

Soccer, tag, and the jelly bean game.  Students 

participated in a scavenger hunt, gave reports and Maine 

birds by the campfire, shared a talent, learned a new 

song, practiced some knots, learned about plants, studied 

topographical maps and ate a lot of food.  We learned 

about each other and about ourselves.  The last day of 

our trip, we had record participation with at least one  

 

 

member from every student’s family attending the 

cookout and learning celebration!  Special thanks to all 

of those who made the time to come.  Also, we greatly 

appreciate the continued support of Judy Smith and 

Owen Howell who supported the entire event.  The 4th 

and 5th graders, Luke Barron, Dylan Frank, Kamren 

Start, Sylvia Randlett, Julian Kelly, Liberty Gallant, 

Kaden Pendleton,  Miti Yeatts, Nicole Pendlton and 

Chase Cook all have stories to tell. If you see one of 

them, ask them about this trip.  Then smile. 

 

High School and Middle School Language Arts and 

Social Studies – Ms. Katie Hall 

 Spring always races by.  Everyone starts 

thinking about their plans for the summer and even for 

next year, and yet still we accomplish lots in the 

classroom.  Middle School students recently completed a 

project that involved researching a famous American 

from the 1920s and then assuming that identity in a 

dialog on an issue from the time period with another 

personage.  Great dialogs included one in which Charles 

Lindbergh and Henry Ford discussed the new gasoline 

tax along with their German sympathies.  English 9, 

Plays and Poetry, and Mythology students have all been 

busily writing their last essay of the year, analyzing 

stories by Flannery O'Connor, the medieval poem Sir 

Gawain and the Green Knight, and Euripides' 

Medea.  Ask them about their original theses and 

wonderfully constructed arguments.  The joy of my job 

is looking at senior essay drafts and wondering if I have 

anything left to teach them.  I see what they have written 

and have confidence that they are ready for college and 

wherever life will lead them. 

 

    Gypsy moth 

 4th/5th Graders on Warren Island 

Cool Cat 
Devin Small 
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Ultimate Frisbee 

 With spring also comes Ultimate Frisbee.  We 

have an awesome team this year - ranging from eighth 

graders to seniors.  EvaMarie Olson, Jacob Howell, and 

Olivia Olson have served as captains and are doing a 

fabulous job running practices and coming up with 

creative new drills to work on specific skills.  Though 

we are a coed team, we have been playing in the Boys B 

bracket in Cumberland every Wednesday.  Our current 

record is 3-2 in the league.  Additionally we have spent 

three Sundays scrimmaging with Belfast and Camden, 

including an on-island scrimmage where we finally beat 

Camden and were momentarily tied with Belfast.  In 

some ways they will be our biggest competitors at States 

this coming Sunday, where we will finally compete 

against other coed teams.  The joy of ultimate though is 

the laughter, the exercise, and the camaraderie - the fun 

we have. 

 
Middle and High School Language Arts and Social 

Studies – Ms. Kristen Kelley Lau 

 Classes are rocketing along toward summer! The 

Environmental Science and Government classes began 

the year with a combined trip to Hurricane Island to 

study environmental science and its connection to public 

policy. We invited candidates for state legislature just 

before election time in November. As a culminating 

field trip, we visited 

our Islesboro 

district representative, 

Joan Welsh, in the 

State House in 

Augusta. Our ICS 

students were 

announced and 

applauded in the House 

and spent a couple of 

hours paging for 

representatives. They 

also attended the 

democratic caucus with 

Representative Welsh. It was an exciting day of 

government in action. 

 Seventh and Eighth grades are having fun 

studying poets and wandering around outside (on the 

sunny days) composing poetry of their own. In British 

Literature, we're working on our final text and essay, and 

in psychology, our final project--mental disorders. We're 

discovering what's normal, what not, and why and when 

it matters.  

 A final note: huge thanks to the whole 

community for your support of our Juniors this year, and 

particularly the well-attended and successful auction! 

Way to show up for kids, Islesboro! 

Horticulture – Mr. Ryan Martin 
ICS Honey Bee Project, by Natalie Murphy 

Spring is in the air! Crocuses are beginning to 

peep, the snow is beginning to melt, and the sun feels 

warmer each day. And what’s that sound you hear in the 

air? Why, it’s the sound of the honey bees! This May, 

Islesboro welcomed an observational honey bee hive to 

the school. Located in Ms. Sinclair’s classroom, 

maintaining a hive is a portion of the semester-long 

project on bees that I am doing for Horticulture class 

with Ryan Martin. Not only is installing and keeping the 

hive an excellent practical application of my project, it is 

a great tool to stir up excitement for science in students 

of all ages!  

 

 

As a senior, I have taken this endeavor on as my 

Horticulture project. Working alongside Vicki Conover, 

an experienced beekeeper, and housing the hive in the 

science classroom, there is nearly constant supervision 

of the hive. Doug Calhoun of the Waldo County 

Beekeepers Club has volunteered to help oversee the 

process and installation, and we have obtained licensure 

for the hive from the Maine State Bee Inspector Anthony 

Jadczak. With these excellent human resources and the 

information I have learned through research and 

communicating with other beekeepers at Waldo 

County’s Rural Living Day workshops, the project will 

be well supervised and documented. 

I think the students will learn a lot from the hive, 

and it will benefit the school as well. This project is well 

suited to our goals as a school community of promoting 

curiosity and environmental awareness in the student 

body. Bees are natural pollinators, and having them 

available to the school orchard will improve crop yields, 

benefiting both the horticulture program and the school 

lunch program. For older Horticulture students who wish 

to play an active role in maintaining the hive, it can 

serve as a teaching opportunity, and for the younger 

students provide an important lesson about the creatures 

who feed us. As noted in the vision statement, ICS seeks 

to build on traditional island values - self-reliance, 

conservation, and stewardship - to prepare its students 

for productivity in the 21st century world. Beekeeping is 

just one more way we can live up to these ideals. While 

Government students in 
State House 

          Natalie and Alumnus Eli, keeping the bees 
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the project is currently designed primarily for 

educational purposes, my hope is that it will also serve 

as a ‘test-run’ for long-term beekeeping at ICS. This 

year, my focus will be on maintaining the hive and 

working with teachers to integrate the project into their 

science curriculums for students in all grades. 

For anyone interested in learning more, I will be 

presenting this project at the spring Science Night, but 

until then I am available for any questions parents or 

students may have about the project! You can email me 

at nmurphy@islesboro.k12.me.us  and I would be happy 

to tell you more. I will also be making an informational 

presentation at school, which will include posters and 

further information and handouts. 

  

Math – Mr. Jon Bolduc 

 The year is coming to a close once again and 

once again I ask myself where has the time gone?  It has 

been a very busy and eventful year.  I have been working 

hard on aligning the math curriculum with the Common 

Core standards, as well as exploring a student-led 

classroom environment that I am hoping to pilot next 

year.   

 As far as the classroom goes, I couldn’t ask for a 

better bunch of students.  They have worked hard all 

year long to get to the point they are at right now.  The 

Algebra 1 students have worked through many different 

topics ranging from linear equations to absolute values 

to systems of equations to rational exponents and 

radicals.  The list goes on and on.  In Honors Algebra 2, 

most recently, we have been studying trigonometry and 

its applications in modeling real-world situations.  We 

have nearly completed the entire textbook which is 

something many of them have never come close to 

doing.  The advanced computer class has been working 

on designing robots that they will program to complete a 

specific task.  We are gearing up for a competition where 

they will be able to show off their robots in various 

events ranging from hill climbing to making a walking 

robot.  We are also working with a small computer 

called a Raspberry Pi.  It allows you to build circuits and 

write Python programs to control various components 

such as a camera or LED lights or basically whatever 

else you can dream up.   

 In all, it has been a very productive year filled 

with growth and hopefully some fun mixed in.    

 

Science – Ms. Heather Sinclair 

 Science classes have been busy building this 

spring. The 7th and 8th grades are working towards the 

first ever Robotics Track Meet, using Lego Robotics to 

master the principles of engineering. Ask them about 

slope climbing, it's been a challenge. They've also been 

researching some famous discoverers and discoveries 

from the history of science.  

 
 
 Meanwhile, Oceanography has assembled their 

Remotely Operated Vehicles, learned that making them 

sink is harder than we thought, and that following 

directions matter. The next step is to adapt them to carry 

one of several instruments for data collection.  

 Environmental Science classes have been 

developing a system for studying phenology - the  

connections between the timing of seasons and 

biological processes like flowering and pollination. This  

topic allows citizen scientists to look for ways in which 

climate change is beginning to interfere with the 

interaction of species that depend on climate clues to 

time essential activities. Detailed study of this in a local 

environment could help maintain stable ecosystems in 

the future. 

 Physics has finally left mechanics behind and is 

moving through sound and light as natural phenomena. 

Ask Curtis why we were all crowded into the teacher's 

bathroom upstairs with a laser and a spray bottle. Ask 

Connor why looking at stars is like looking into the past.  

 These projects wrap up the year of physical 

science and engineering.  

 
  

          Oceanography class making ROVs 

7th/8th Grade Robotics 
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Art – Ms. Lisa Freeman 

 Art students in grades 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7th grade 

worked diligently this spring on their art and 

photography for the Stories of The Land and Its People 

exhibition at the Farnsworth Museum. In its fourth year, 

the Stories project is a collaboration between the 

Farnsworth and six local public schools including 

Islesboro. The students' creations will be on display in 

Julia's Gallery on Elm Street and in the Farnsworth's 

main building until August 30, 2015. I hope you will 

make a point to visit this spectacular art exhibit 

sometime this summer. You will see many familiar faces 

of Islesboro, landscapes, and island businesses 

photographed by the children who were involved in this 

project.  

 Cheyenne Houle spent Memorial Day weekend 

at Haystack Mountain School of Crafts in Deer Isle in an 

intensive ceramic workshop. I nominated Cheyenne to 

represent our school and she was chosen by Haystack to 

attend with other high school students from Maine. She 

enjoyed her weekend and created some beautiful pieces. 

I am very proud of Cheyenne and am thankful she had 

this wonderful learning opportunity.  

  

  

 We have enjoyed having the preschool students 

visit our school in preparation for kindergarten this fall. 

They enjoyed an integrated arts lesson that Ms. Becky 

and I designed around the childrenʼs book, “Miss 

Rumphius”. After Ms. Becky read the book, the 

preschool students created paintings of lupine and 

planted their own lupine seeds in pots to plant at home.  

  

  

 The Islesboro Central School Student Art Show 

will open at the Islesboro Historical Society on July 4th 

following the parade. The hours are 12:30-4:30 daily 

through July 8th. If you would like to volunteer to 

monitor the show and greet guests for a few hours during 

one of the days it is open, please email me 

lfreeman@islesboro.k12.me.us. If your child would like 

to exhibit any of the art they have created this year in art 

class but have brought it home, they can submit their art 

by bringing it to the art room with their name on it 

before June 11th. 

  

 We are helping the Islesboro Island Trust 

celebrate their 30th birthday and if you have any ideas, 

materials, or creations to help us with their 4th of July 

parade float and tent celebration decorations or 

centerpieces, please email me or stop by the art room at 

any time.  

  
 A very special thank you to Lauren Runnion-

Bareford for joining us on multiple field trips this year 

and continuously offering her time and talent. Thank you 

Lauren! 

 Please encourage your children to practice art 

throughout the summer. I suggest that they keep a 

sketchbook to practice their drawing skills and record 

their ideas and observations to develop creativity.  

 Wishing everyone a beautiful summer! 

  

       Cheyenne Houle's artwork 
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Music – Mr. John Oldham 
 With a full agenda of activities set back in 

September both within and outside the Music Room, 

expectations and goals were met and exceeded 

throughout the year. 

 The strength of the 

elementary classes both vocally 

and instrumentally was a joyous 

phenomenon to witness as 

students took ownership of their 

performance pieces.  If, as 

according to one neurologist, 

music imprints itself on the 

brain deeper than any other 

human experience, it's truly an 

awesome charge to help 

students with those experiences. 

 Students really put it on the line auditioning in 

front of a music jury for district honors chorus and band 

middle and high school ensembles, using their 

"equipment", faculties, and confidence in a way unlike 

the measure of any other discipline. 

 Islesboro was well represented in our state 

district's honors ensembles, starting at the high school 

level in January.  February saw the return of Planet Pan 

steel drum band from George Stevens Academy with 

lively workshops and a jubilant assembly. 

 March was nationally recognized Music in Our 

Schools Month with Sixth Grade Honors at Gardiner and 

the Exchange Concerts with over 160 students from five 

schools including Islesboro participating both in 

Monmouth and on island. 

 April showers (was it still snowing?) brought the 

fourth annual Cabaret with many fine performances with 

a 60's flair and songs from Frozen by students and staff 

and MC'd by Jacob Howell.  Students went directly from 

Camp Kieve to Hall-Dale School for the 7th & 8th 

Grade Honors Festival. 

 One of the early May flowers was the Islesboro 

Community Chorus Spring concert with several ICS 

student performances and a hot jazz combo for “Sing, 

Sing, Sing” featuring EvaMarie Olson, Jacob Howell, 

Xan Howell, and Sage Kelly.  

 Another seasonal bloom, the Islesboro Central 

School Spring Concert, was a delightful final exam for 

the year; a chance for students, parents, staff, 

administration, and the community to see the year's 

progress and achievement of our students first hand.  I 

saw so much mastery, maturity and musicianship 

develop this year.   

 Eight of the twelve members of this year's 

graduating class were recognized and celebrated: 
EvaMarie Olson - diligent, distinguished, and genuine, 

a highly skilled clarinetist; Curtis Hall - dedicated, 

masterful, and intuitive guitar and bassist; Melissa 

Cushman - multi-talented and determined vocalist and 

clarinetist; Amy Cushman - passionate and patiently 

persistent vocalist and saxophone (both girls play guitar 

and are a real strength of our chorus alto section); Nick 

Day - enthusiastic and efficient; Krystal Randlett - eager 

and engaged; Natalie Murphy - ingenuous and 

energized; Autumn Johnson - bold and blossoming; and 

Brandy Sienkiewicz - soulful and sentimental.   

 As Gregory Anrig, President of Educational 

Testing Service said “The things I learned from my 

experience in music in school are discipline, 

perseverance, dependability, composure, courage and 

pride in results . . . . Not a bad preparation for the 

workforce!” 

 And with Graduation incorporating the talents of 

so many of this year's class, it really brings home how 

much they have contributed to the performing arts at ICS 

and how much they will be missed next year. 

 In an atmosphere of acronymical initiatives for 

assessment and accountability, music instruction and 

participation may 

appear to be a nice 

activity, but there is a 

supportive awareness 

of its vitality and value 

in our community. 

 “We don't 

teach art to create 

artists, we teach art to 

develop complete 

people” – Unknown 

 

                    Seniors honored at Spring Concert 
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French – Ms. Kate Legere 
Dans le cours de français: 

 K-4 students have learned a folk tale about the 

wind and the sun. The class took turns acting out the 

story and played games to learn the vocabulary.  

Students in grades 2-5 have been working on improving 

listening and focus by agreeing on an amount of minutes 

where they listen and respond in French only-while the 

timer is going, no one speaks English except to clarify 

meaning!  This is a challenge for the students and they 

are proud when they outdo themselves. 

 Middle schoolers have continued creating 

hilarious class stories to learn structure and vocabulary.  

All students act out the stories and take comprehension 

quizzes.  Seventh and eighth graders also do dictations to 

increase their reading and listening skills. Strong 

listening and reading lead to strong speaking and 

writing.  

 The ninth grade French students have made a 

great deal of progress this year.  Recently they have 

finished a short chapter book about pirates in the French 

Caribbean and greatly enjoyed acting out some of the 

scenes.  Currently they are reading a play version of La 

Parure (The Necklace), a short story by Guy de 

Maupassant, with some students taking on the challenge 

of reading the original story-not an abridged or 

simplified one. Sophomore students have studied French 

poet Paul Eluard and are reading a French translation of 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, in addition to 

narrating personal stories with a few added details.  The 

junior and senior level French class has read from the 

works of Tahar Ben Jelloun, Jean-Paul Sartre and Victor 

Hugo.  Sartre was a real challenge but the class worked 

very hard and should be pleased with their results. 

 

Library – Ms. Melissa Olson 

 Finally, what you all have been waiting for 

(even if you didn’t know it). The Islesboro Central 

School Library is on line! Now the entire school 

community – students, teachers, parents, even 

community members – can access the ICS’s library 

holdings from their own computers. Simply go to on the 

ICS website (don’t forget to Bookmark it). 

 

http://opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin?libraryname=I

SLESBORO%20LIBRARY  

 

Superintendent- Dr. Joe Mattos 
 Needless to say, we live in very challenging 

times with the world, our country, and the state of Maine 

in the throes of rapid change and uncertainty. During the 

coming years, the Islesboro School Department will be 

facing many formidable challenges of its own in 

providing a quality education for Islesboro’s children. 

These challenges will be both external and internal.  

 During the next several years, teachers, staff, 

school administration, and school committee members 

will be faced with external challenges of implementing 

several state requirements, all targeted at improving the 

quality of teaching and student learning at the Islesboro 

Central School. New graduation standards will require 

future ICS graduates to demonstrate proficiency on state 

and local standards using more rigorous and varied 

measures. In addition, a new state statute will require 

teachers and principals to demonstrate their knowledge 

and skills, using more accountable systems for 

evaluating their performance and their impact on 

students’ learning. Both of these external requirements 

will compel everyone to invest a significant amount of 

time and energy. The school committee has recognized 

these challenges and has worked to allocate sufficient 

resources through the 15/16 school budget, as well as 

creating a school calendar that will allow this work to be 

accomplished 

 Like all organizations, the Islesboro school 

system will also face internal challenges, which can 

prove to be daunting in working together to serve ICS 

students.  State mandates and higher expectations for 

student performance will require significant internal 

“change” in how we prepare students to be productive 

learners, workers and citizens. This change will cause 

many to experience a sense of loss, a challenge to one’s 

competence, and feelings of conflict, confusion, and 

instability. How everyone handles these internal changes 

will determine the future success of ICS students. It will 

require teachers, staff, school administration, school 

committee members, and community members to be 

more trusting of one another, and to be able to engage in 

unfiltered discussions and debate of ideas, without fear 

of conflict. It will require all to commit to decisions and 

plans of action, and to hold each other responsible for 

delivering on those plans. Most important, it will require 

all to focus on the achievement of students. I believe like 

most challenges, it is not about whether it can be done, 

but, rather, about having the will and fortitude to do it.  

 Although I will be leaving my position as 

Superintendent of Schools at the end of June, I will be 

watching from afar the anticipated success of Islesboro’s 

future work to address these external and internal 

challenges. 

 It has been my pleasure and good fortune to 

have been a part of the Islesboro community for the past 

4+ years.  Thank you. 
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Congratulations to the Class of 2015 

 

 

 

 

Madison Cook  

Amy Cushman  

Melissa Cushman 

Ian Davis 

Nick Day  

Connor Grindle 

Curtis Hall 

Autumn Johnson 

Natalie Murphy 

EvaMarie Olson 

Krystal Randlett 

Brandy Sienkiewicz 
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